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treating. That, as a statement of the law, it was in part out of date 
almost before it was printed is not a reflection upon the enterprise of 
the author, but a commentary upon the rapidity with which the city- 
planning movement is attaining legal recognition in the United States. 
If one is inclined at times to protest that the author has generalized 
upon one particular in his discussion of American city-planning prac- 
tice, it is well to remember that in all probability there was but one 
particular upon which to generalize. If the pages are not laden with 
citations and the other ear-marks of erudition it is because the book is 
a pioneer in a hitherto unoccupied field. 

Mr. Shurtleff has given us a satisfactory statement of the law with 
which those who would carry out a plan for the American city must 
reckon. He has earned the gratitude of all those who are seriously 
enough interested in city-planning to realize that it is a very practical 
problem, by throwing light upon what is, for the American city, the 
most immediate practical aspect of it. 

Robert E. Cushman. 
University of Illinois. 

The Life of Thomas Brackett Reed. By Samuel W. McCall. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1914 — xiii, 303 pp. 

No one can contemplate the career of Thomas B. Reed without 
realizing how fortuitous are the currents of politics and how indifferent 
is time to fame. Many men who knew Reed, saw him in action, and 
understood the sincerity of his devotion to principle , long thought that 
he was marked out for the presidency of the United States. A clever 
journalist of Reed's time remarked that only his sense of humor and 
his acquaintance with French literature prevented his election to that 
high office. And yet the Czar of the House of Representatives has 
almost passed from the thoughts of all except those of his own 
generation. 

Everyone who still has a place for Reed in his memory will be grate- 
ful for this biography and count himself fortunate that the task of 
•writing it has been committed to Mr. McCall. It is a straightforward 
narrative of Reed's life from childhood to the end. The design of the 
book and the style are simple. There are light touches of humor which 
enliven the pages, and there is an occasional political excursus which 
adds to the interest of the story, but Reed's doings and sayings occupy 
nearly all of the volume. Obviously the author of the book finds 
fragrance in the memory of the man whose record he has set down, but 
no undue sympathy or partisan sourness mars any of the pages. Even 
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those members of Congress, who once smarted under Reed's rulings 
and his raillery and are yet alive to read these pages, will find delight 
in them. 

And still it must be said that to students of the history of the period 
covered by Reed's life the volume will prove disappointing in many re- 
spects. They will find very few passages in this work with which they 
are not already familiar. Reed knew all of the important people in 
politics in his day and his papers must have been voluminous, but there 
are in the pages before us relatively few original letters either to or from 
him. The great scenes in which Reed figured are here described for the 
most part from materials with which we are already acquainted. The in- 
ner history of the rush for the war with Spain was known to Reed, and yet 
we hunt in Mr. McCall's work in vain for any new light on that subject. 
Mr. McCall is justly reputed to have a mastery of the development and 
practice in the procedure of the House of Representatives, but his 
chapter on Reed's famous rulings does not go beyond the most obvious 
points in controversy. There are many other matters concerning 
which we search these pages for new information of high significance 
without finding it. Perhaps, however, the time has not come to do 
more than describe the ordinary events in Reed's career. Many of 
his contemporaries are still with us, and the passions and prejudices 
of his day have not yet died down enough to permit Mr. McCall to do 
more than sketch the familiar outlines of Reed's life. That was 
clearly the task to which he set himself and he has more than faithfully 
fulfilled it. 

Charles A. Beard. 

The Life of Rutherford Burchard Hayes. Two volumes. By 
Charles Richard Williams. Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1914. — xiv, 540 j ix, 488 pp. 

As a detailed narrative of the events in the life of Hayes this book is 
all that could be desired ; but as an historical biography interpretative 
of the part played by Hayes in the history of his country it is somewhat 
disappointing. 

The author has relied almost exclusively upon source material for his 
data, and has quoted copiously from Hayes's diary, hitherto inaccessi- 
ble to scholars, as well as from his letters, speeches and state papers. 
On the whole, Mr. Williams has apparently laid a disproportionate 
amount of emphasis on Hayes's life to the neglect of his times. This 
shortcoming is probably due to the fact that the author is apparently 



